Performing Arts Council

Subcommittee on Membership & Participation

Minutes of a meeting on January 17, 2002

Christopher Wendell, Theatre~Intime

Present:
Cliff Sofield, Chris Wendell, Lucy Milligan, Liz Gott

The purpose of the meeting was to create a written definition of what groups are eligible for membership in the Performing Arts Council, and to establish a process by which groups could request formal inclusion in PAC.  To accomplish the first part of this goal, we first agreed that PAC groups must be recognized student organizations by the Office of the Dean of Undergraduate Students.  To further limit the scope of eligibility, we created two lists of various types of performing arts groups, one consisting of groups we believed should be eligible, and one consisting of performing arts groups we believe should not be eligible.

Examples of eligible groups: 
Opera, Musical Theater, Theater, Dance, Cabaret, Improvisational Comedy, Sketch Comedy, Stand-up Comedy, Circus Arts, Clowning.

Examples on ineligible groups:  A cappella, Bands, Orchestras, Choirs, Chorales, Pop music groups, Musical ensembles.

Based on these examples, we searched for an appropriately broad classification to add to our definition of eligibility.  We concluded that PAC groups must have as their primary purpose the goal of producing theatrically staged performances, instead of concerts (major emphasis is on music, not the staging of the performance)

In order to reflect the fact that PAC does not seek to include groups with departmental/programmatic recognition or affiliation, recognition in PAC is also restricted to groups whose “interests are shared by the rest of the PAC membership.”

Mixing these ideas together, we have created the following official definition of a PAC group:


Performing Arts Council member groups are ODUS-recognized student groups whose primary purpose is to produce theatrically staged performances and whose interests are shared by the rest of the PAC membership.

The process we have designed to allow groups to seek membership within PAC is:


ODUS recognized student organizations seeking recognition in the Performing Arts Council should submit a written request for membership outlining why they believe their groups fits the criteria for becoming a member group.  Representatives from the applicant group may also appear before the PAC membership in person, if they so choose, to support their written request.  A final decision on whether or not to extend membership will be reached by consensus of the PAC body, based on the definition of a PAC group above.

Our subcommittee also discussed how PAC would internally handle the process of “reaching consensus” on whether an applicant group would be admitted to PAC.  After hearing from representatives from the applicant group at a PAC meeting, PAC will deliberate in closed session and arrive at a consensus.  The decision made by the group will be circulated in the minutes of the meeting for the benefit of any group not in attendance.  Groups who did not attend may raise additional concerns over email at that time, if they so choose.

The final issue discussed in the subcommittee meeting was the status of individuals within PAC meetings.  Some individuals have attended PAC meetings, even when not official members of PAC.  This is encouraged, as PAC meetings are generally open to anyone.  However, when a “closed session” is called, only individuals who have been appointed by the Presidents of a PAC group as representatives of that group may remain in the room.  A PAC group may appoint more than one representative on its behalf to PAC, but more than three or four is perhaps pushing it.

The meeting of the subcommittee was adjourned.

